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Forest Practices Authority (FPA)
The Forest Practices Authority (FPA) is an independent statutory body responsible for administering 
the Tasmanian forest practices system. The system regulates the management of forest and 
threatened non-forest vegetation on both public and private land. 

The FPA employs specialists in botany, zoology, soil and water, geoscience and cultural heritage.  
The FPA conducts research and monitoring within the following programs:

• Biodiversity Program

• Earth Science and Cultural Heritage Program.

Forest Practices News
Forest Practices News is a publication produced by the FPA which provides access to a series of 
articles highlighting a variety of research and monitoring projects along with insights into the other 
activities of the FPA. 

The following article is an extract from Forest Practices News (May 2013 vol 11  no 4).

For further information and access to other articles please visit the FPA website (publications/
Forest Practices News): click here

The changing face 
of Tasmania’s 

forest estate

http://www.fpa.tas.gov.au/publications/forest_practices_news
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Managing our mature forests (continued)

the availability of mature habitat at the 
landscape (5 km) and local (1 km) scales. 
We believe it is important that two spatial 
scales are considered because the local 
scale may indicate a relative abundance of 
mature habitat, but the landscape scale 
may indicate that this area is one of the last 
remnants of mature forest in that landscape 
(Figure 1). Alternatively, assessing at the 
landscape scale may indicate an abundance 
of mature habitat, but the local scale may 
indicate a ‘hole’ in mature habitat availability 
within a particular region. 

The areas to be retained for mature habitat 
management should be the best mature 
habitat available, which in some instances 
will be the areas with lots of old trees and 
in other instances will be areas of young 
trees that do not provide a current source 
of mature habitat but should develop 
mature forest features in the future. The 
areas to be managed for mature habitat 
can be located within or outside the 
proposed operation area. Areas to be 
managed for mature habitat are intended 

to be maintained in the long term (at least 
100 years). However these retained areas 
are not reserves, in the formal sense, and 
therefore the areas managed for mature 
forest can change over time. 

Further details on the proposed approach 
to managing mature forest can be found 
on the FPA website (www.fpa.tas.gov.au). 
The current tools and approach focus on 
coupe-level planning, although the FPA is 
exploring a way for the approach to be 
applied at a more strategic landscape-scale 
(e.g. in three-year planning on State forest). 

The management approach was developed 
using information in the scientific literature, 
expert opinion, and an understanding of 
the forest practices system. Feedback from 
practitioners has been used to adjust the 
proposed management approach, and will 
continue to do so as required as part of 
FPA’s adaptive management policy. The 
proposed approach has been submitted 
to the Board of the FPA for endorsement 
as ‘best practice’. The board has sought 

advice from the Forest Practices Advisory 
Council on the social and economic 
impacts of the proposed management, and 
from the Threatened Species Scientific 
Advisory Council on the science behind 
the approach. The status of this proposed 
management approach can be monitored 
by checking the FPA website. 
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Fauna technical note 2: www.fpa.tas.gov.
au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/68203/
Fauna_Tech_Note_2_Mature_habitat_
availability_map.pdf

Biodiversity Values Database: www.fpa.tas.
gov.au/fpa_services/planning_assistance/
advisory_planning_tools/Biodiversity_
values_databaseHabitat 

Habitat Context Assessment Tool: www.
fpa.tas.gov.au/fpa_services/planning_
assistance/advisory_planning_tools/habitat_
context_assessment_tool

We don’t need statistics to tell us that 
Tasmania’s forestry sector has been on a 
roller-coaster of change, which ironically 
began in 1996 with the commencement of 
a 20 year vision for security and stability 
under the Regional Forest Agreement 
(RFA).  In return for transferring a large 
portion of ‘production forests’ to ‘reserves’ 
the forest industry was given a green 
light by governments to embark upon a 
program of ‘growing more wood from less 
land’ through the intensification of wood 
production from remaining non-reserve 
native forests and a substantial increase in 
the plantation estate.  

Forest intensification peaked in 2006, with 
operations covering 60 000 ha, about half 
of which involved the establishment of 
new plantations through the conversion 

of native forests and the planting of 
previously cleared land. Since then forest 
operations have dramatically dropped by 
75 per cent to about 15 000 ha p.a. with 
virtually no further establishment of new 
plantations. The massive expansion of 
plantations during the decade following 
the RFA declined rapidly after 2009, 
principally because of the introduction 
of a prohibition on conversion under the 
Australian Forestry Standard and because 
of the (unrelated) collapse of the managed 
investment schemes. The clearing of land 
for agriculture has historically been the 
major cause of forest loss in Tasmania 
and one could hypothesise that over the 
last 200 years the vast majority of land 
suitable for agriculture has already been 
cleared. Agricultural clearing over the last 
decade or so has been reasonably stable 

at about 1800 ha per year.  Clearing for 
urban expansion and other developments 
continues to be low, reflecting the modest 
rate of population growth and economic 
development in Tasmania.  

This above story is captured in the statistics 
published by the FPA in its annual reports 
and in the five yearly reports on the 
state of the forests (Figures 1 and 2). The 
assessments done for the RFA showed 
that by 1996 Tasmania had lost about half 
of its original forest cover since European 
settlement.  After the RFA, the total forest 
cover began to increase, although all of this 
increase was associated with the expansion 
of plantations, which more than doubled 
to 314 000 ha whilst the net area of native 
forest fell by about 5 per cent (150 000 ha).  
Since 2011, Tasmania’s total forest cover 
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Figure 2 Area of native forest converted since 2000
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Figure 1 Area of forest by various treatments from 2001–2012

The changing face of Tasmania’s forest estate (continued)

has again gone into decline because the 
conversion of native forests and plantations 

Many readers will know Geoff Wilkinson from his years of working in the forest practices 
system. Geoff has recently uploaded a video to YouTube that he has made about the 
processes involved with harvesting a native forest coupe on Bruny Island. The video, called 
Productive forest management, is a simple, comprehensive and down to earth story about 
how the forest practices system works on private land. The video can be viewed through 
this link:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YQ0RRGJiuEQ&feature=youtu.be

FPO makes video explaining  
the forest practices system

New Forest Practices 
Advisory Council 
Executive Officer

Anne Chuter, Ecologist with the FPA, has 
taken on the additional role of FPAC’s 
Executive Officer. Details on FPAC can be 
found on the FPA’s website.

http://www.fpa.tas.gov.au/the_fpa/
programs/governance

to agriculture exceeds the level of new 
plantings on cleared land.    

The above statistics are of historical 
interest, but of course they don’t tell the 
human story.  The future holds many 
challenges for our forestry sector but we 
have two key strengths.  First, we still have 
a substantial forest estate: forests that are 
highly resilient to the impacts wrought by 
nature and humans.  How often do we 
hear the media talking about a wildfire that 
has ‘destroyed’ forests?  Probably not as 
often as we hear them promulgating the 
myth that more reserves are needed to 
‘protect’ forests from logging.  Fortunately, 
the forests know better: they happily grow 
back from both wildfires and logging given 
the right care and attention.  

Our second strength is our people: 
foresters, forest workers, scientists, 
landowners and many others who have the 
knowledge, skills and commitment to wisely 
manage our forest resources for the wide 
range of services and goods that they can 
provide to society.  

The recent passage of the Tasmanian 
Forest Agreement heralds another era of 
change for our state’s forests.  Irrespective 
of whether our forests are in reserves, 
private forests or public wood production 
zones, they will still need to be managed.  
To do this we will need to continue to 
value and use the incredible bank of human 
expertise and knowledge that we have 
in Tasmania; we cannot hope to optimise 
the ongoing environmental, economic 
and social worth of our forests unless we 
maintain a healthy investment in our human 
capital.  
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